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AGENDA
• About Malmö
• Trees as indicators for resilience
• Species diversity in Malmö
• Tools for implementing, 

monitoring and communicating 
diversity



Malmö - A former 
industrial city
• Sweden's third largest city
• + 365 000 inhabitants
• 48% under the age of 35, 22% 

under the age of 18
• The population is expected to 

exceed half a million by 2050
• The fastest growing large city in 

Sweden



A tree city of the world!
• Among the first cities to adopt

3-30-300 rule in our comprehensive
plan

• Adopted the 10-20-30 rule in 2000
• One of the best studied urban tree

populations in Scandinavia
• Over 900 tree sp. and cvs!
• 104 different Quercus ssp.







DED hit Malmö in 1984

Impacted >33 000 trees

25 % of all street trees

strategy:
• survey 
• monitor 
• remove
• replace (with diversity)
• Inventories (& re-inventories)

“MALMÖ AS AN ARBORETUM”

BACKGROUND – DUTCH ELM DISEASE 



There are a total of 129,803 trees entered into the city’s available databases. The 
databases include all trees that have been identified by species and assigned a unique 
object number. 

Distribution as follows:

Tree manager      No. of trees managed
Streets & parks dept.    94 400
Service dept.       19 380
Municipal housing (MKB)    9 460
Malmö cemeteries      6 523 

129 803 INVENTORIED TREES IN THE CITY



SPECIES DISTRIBUTION IN MALMÖ (%)

%



SPECIES DISTRIBUTION BY GEOGRAPHICAL DIVISION
In Malmö
No species exceed 10%

By GESO*
7 out of 14 areas have one or 
more species exceeding 10%

By district
127 out of 136 districts have
one or more species over 10%

*Geographic statistical area



SPECIES DISTRIBUTION BY PLANTING SITE





“Some species appeared to perform significantly better in park 
environments compared to street environments, such as Quercus 
rubra, Tilia cordata, Tilia x europaea, whose median 
growth rate was more than double in park environments, as well as 
Prunus ‘Accolade’, Prunus avium ‘Plena’, and Tilia platyphyllos, whose 
median growth rate in street environments was 0.0 cm.

Some species’ median growth was slightly better in street 
environments, such as C. betulus, P. x hispanica, Q. robur, and S. 
intermedia.“



Illustration: Roland Gustavsson



MANAGE, PRESERVE & DEVELOP



HEAT & CANOPY COVER & SPECIES RECILIENCE
Ecosystem
services

Tree size



Strand, E., 2023 Malmö ska bli grönare: ”Äntligen överens” (sydsvenskan.se)

3-30-300



CANOPY COVER
2024 July 15,6%
2022 April 12,9%
2020 August 14,8%
2017  May 13,7%

Results vary +/- 0,8% depending on time of 
data collection



canopy cover 
by block

canopy cover 
by district



3-30-300

Lånat av Herman Bernström & Sofie Larsson, SF



5,5-14-45

Lånat av Herman Bernström & Sofie Larsson, SF



Planning for diversity





THE SUPER BUTTON





The super button 
summarizes data 
regarding:

• Canopy cover
• Species diversity
• Vitality
• Age diversity
• Planting sites 



Trädgruppen
(the tree group)

40 members
from different departments and 
administrations

3 subcomitties
- technical handbook
-tree plan
-activities



TECHNICAL STANDARDS 
REGARDING TREE PLANTING

• 30 m3 root avaliable space

• Biochar as a standard in urban 
tree pits and in structural soils

• tree species list for urban 
paved sites with +400 taxon

• +10 technical drawings on 
different planting beds/pits

• 10-20-30 rule, canopy cover 
and site specs must be 
considered



Trees for hard paved urban sites (in Malmö)





TACK!



CONTACT
patrick.bellan@malmo.se
instagram: @patrickbellan
Tree specialist
Property Management &
Streets and parks Department
Malmö

Want to know more
about Malmös trees?

https://malmo.se/Stadsutveckling/Sa-utvecklar-vi-
staden/Gronska-och-vatten/Trad-i-Malmo.html
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